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Background Information
Christians in Iran face severe persecution, particularly converts from Islam, who risk arrest, imprisonment, and even death. Despite this, underground churches are growing, and many are coming to Christ. Iran’s constitution defines it as an Islamic republic, and conversion from Islam is forbidden. Harsh laws criminalize evangelism, and Christians are often imprisoned under vague charges like "propaganda against the regime." While the Supreme Court ruled in 2021 that participation in house churches is not a national security threat, prosecutions continue. Converts are denied legal recognition and are viewed as threats to the Islamic state.
Despite the risks, Christianity is rapidly growing in Iran, particularly within the house church movement. In 2007, estimates placed Muslim-background believers at 50,000–100,000, but by 2014, some figures suggested over 370,000—a growth of 28% per year. Many of these new believers are young and connected through satellite TV and the internet. Persecution has also led to an Iranian Christian diaspora, with many settling in countries like Ireland. South Kirk congregation now includes approximately around 70 Iranian believers, worshipping in both Persian and English, reflecting the resilience and faith of Iran’s growing Christian community.
Bible Verse
“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” — Matthew 5:16
Suggested Prayer Points
🙏 Praise God that, like Esther, Iranian believers refuse to be silenced. (Sat 7)
🙏 Pray for protection for the underground churches, and that they may grow despite persecution.
🙏Ask that hearts would be opened to Jesus, even in challenging circumstances.
🙏 Pray for Iranian Christians who have fled persecution, that they may find community, healing, and strength in their faith. Ask that they find welcoming spiritual homes like South Kirk. 
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Prayer Activity: 

A candle in darkness, represents the light of Christ shining in difficult circumstances

As you hold the candle in your hands, 
pray for Iranian Christians.
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