Liturgy for Day of Prayer

Call to Worship
We come together today to pray with our brothers and sisters in the Middle East—
for the church in all its expressions, in every place:
in Egypt, Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Iraq, and beyond.
We gather as one body, because Christ has made us one.
When one part suffers, we all suffer.
When one part rejoices, we all rejoice.
Let us come before God with open hearts. Let us pray.
Prayer of Adoration
Almighty God,
Creator of the heavens and the earth,
You are faithful through all generations.
You are the God of Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, and Ishmael—
the God who sees, the God who calls.
You are sovereign over history,
merciful in judgment, and steadfast in love.
We praise You for the gift of the church around the world—
including those who follow You in places of hardship and persecution.
We worship You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Psalm 46, read by one of the gathering
God is our refuge and strength,
    an ever-present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3 though its waters roar and foam
    and the mountains quake with their surging.[c]
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy place where the Most High dwells.
5 God is within her, she will not fall;
    God will help her at break of day.
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
7 The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
8 Come and see what the Lord has done,
    the desolations he has brought on the earth.
9 He makes wars cease
    to the ends of the earth.
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
    he burns the shields[d] with fire.
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations,
    I will be exalted in the earth.”
11 The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Prayer of Confession
Lord God,
You call us to be peacemakers, but too often we turn away.
You call us to carry one another’s burdens,
but we forget those who suffer far from our sight.
We pause know in the silence as we confess to you our sins and the burdens of our hearts.
[A moment of silent confession]
Forgive us for our indifference, O Lord.
Forgive us for our fear and silence.
Forgive us for when we have contributed to division—
through prejudice, through pride, or through apathy.
Restore us, and make us faithful in prayer and in action.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Assurance of Grace
Hear the good news:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
By his blood, we are reconciled to God.
By his Spirit, we are made one with all who call on his name.
Thanks be to God.
Video message
From one of our partners in the Middle East.
Prayers of Intercession 
As we seek to pray with our brothers and sisters in the Middle East, we use this prayer inspired by Psalm 46 written by Dr Yohana Katanacho, academic dean at Nazareth Evangelical College. The original prayer can be found in his book Praying Through the Psalms.
O Lord, you are the one who can end all wars. You are our helper in the midst of hardship and suffering. Even if the mountains stumble into the heart of the seas, our hearts are fearless in your presence. The tsunami of murder and criminal acts shall not drown the God of Jacob. You will build your church, and the gates of hell will be knocked down before your army.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Wars are followed by more wars. We all struggle with evil and bigotry. We continually flee from hatred. Bullets fly around us in every direction. Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and other nations groan. America, Europe, and the United Nations cannot prevent the madness of wars. Therefore it is time for you to release the armies of peace from the multinational church. Let the sun of the city of God rise and turn the noon of evil into a sunset.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Like Francis of Assisi, I pray that wherever there is hatred, I may be able to sow love and declare every human being beloved. Help us to spread peace where there is strife and division. Where there is abuse, let us spread forgiveness and eclipse the power of hatred. Where there are lies, let us spread truth and declare that Satan is going to be defeated. Where there is despair, may I plant seeds of joy in the land of gloom. I want to comfort before I am comforted, to understand before I am understood, to love before I am loved, and in the season of war, I pray that I am a drink of peace. May my life become a bridge for peace and a mirror reflecting the beloved Son and Prince of Peace!
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
May my life become a battleground for fighting against hatred and oppression! May I become an oasis for the oppressed and exploited! O Lord of Peace! Be exalted in the nations for your name is awesome. May all wars die! May your grace overflow in your church! May it empower peacemakers to go out to the whole world!
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the name of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace and Light of the World we pray. Amen.
Closing Prayer (Leader or All)
God of all nations,
You sent your Son to bring peace on earth and to reconcile all things in him.
May your church be faithful in prayer,
bold in witness,
and compassionate in service.
Strengthen your people in the Middle East.
Protect them. Provide for them.
Use them as light in dark places.
And make us one with them in faith, hope, and love.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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