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Background Information
Christianity in Syria has been deeply affected by war, displacement, and persecution. Once home to a thriving Christian community, the population has shrunk significantly, with estimates suggesting that two-thirds of Syrian Christians have left the country since the war began in 2011. The conflict, which arose during the Arab Spring, led to the rise of ISIS and widespread violence, displacing over half of Syria’s population. The devastating earthquake of February 2023 further compounded the crisis. Despite these hardships, the remaining Christian community continues to be a beacon of faith, hope, and resilience offering peace and reconciliation in a fragmented and suffering nation.
The war has also disrupted an entire generation’s education, leaving many Syrian refugee children in Lebanon unable to enroll in public schools. In response, The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL), a long-standing partner of PCI, has established Christian schools in Lebanon using a Syrian curriculum, offering education, medical care, and emotional support to over 750 refugee children. These schools have become places of hope and transformation, with many families—both Christian and Muslim—grateful for the values and opportunities provided. Through this ministry, many Syrians are coming to Christ, and the church remains a beacon of light amid hardship.
Bible Verse
As Matthew 2:14-15 reminds us, Jesus Himself was once a refugee: “So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod.” This verse serves as a powerful reminder that Christ identifies with the displaced and suffering.
Suggested Prayer Points
🙏 Pray for refugee children—that they may find safety, healing, and access to education despite the hardships of displacement.  
🙏 Pray for families torn apart by war, that they may experience strength, healing, and the support they need to rebuild their lives.
🙏 Ask God to continue to strengthen and resource NESSL, churches and aid workers who are tirelessly providing relief, shelter, and spiritual support. 
🙏 Pray for peace and the rebuilding of Syria, that the nation may emerge from conflict with justice, stability, and renewed hope. 
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Prayer Activity: 

This pair of children’s shoes represent all the displaced children. 

Write a short prayer for refugee children 
inside the outline of a shoe. 
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