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Background Information
Christians in Iraq have faced severe persecution, especially following the rise of ISIS in 2014, which led to the destruction of churches, forced conversions, and mass displacement. Many Christians fled their homes, with some finding refuge in Iraqi Kurdistan or abroad. Although ISIS has been defeated, the Christian community continues to struggle with instability, fear of further attacks, and the destruction of their homes. EU research suggests the current number of Christians in the country is around 500,000 (compared to 1 million prior to the first Gulf war in 1990). 
Despite these challenges, efforts to rebuild churches and communities are underway, and some Christians are returning. However, ongoing sectarian tensions, limited resources, and the emigration of many young Christians pose significant challenges to the future of Christianity in Iraq. The church continues to work for religious freedom and the protection of minority rights.
Bible Verse
"Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes."
— Isaiah 54:2
Suggested Prayer Points
🙏 Let’s give thanks for new life and hope in Iraq, as we pray for protection and growth of the church.
🙏 Ask God to provide buildings and resources for Christian communities that have lost their homes and churches.
🙏 Pray for Christian children who need safe spaces to play, learn, and grow in their faith.
🙏 Pray for NESSL (National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon) and the Evangelical Church of Egypt, who both have contacts in Iraq. 
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Prayer Activity: LEGO 🏗️
The Lego bricks symbolize 
the building and rebuilding 
of churches and Christian communities.

Take a Lego piece and use it 
to pray for the construction of new church buildings and the growth of Christian community in Iraq.

Once you have prayed,
 add your brick to the building.
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